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3

How does this affect the way we teach?



‘Facing unprecedented challenges and 
opportunities, this generation requires new 
capacities. Whether in traditional or more 
entrepreneurial work environments, young 
people need to collaborate with others from 
different disciplines and cultures, in a way that 
solves complex problems and creates economic 
and social value.’ 
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Source: OECD, Global Competency for 
an Inclusive World



‘They need to bring judgment and action to 
difficult situations in which people’s beliefs 
and perspectives are at odds. They need to 
identify cultural traits and biases and 
to recognise that their own understanding of 
the world is inevitably partial.’
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Source: OECD, Global Competency for 
an Inclusive World



‘To be effective global citizens, learners 
need to be flexible, creative and proactive. 
They need to be able to solve problems, 
make decisions, think critically, 
communicate ideas effectively and work 
well within teams and groups. 
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Source: OECD, Global Competency for 
an Inclusive World



These skills and attributes are increasingly 
recognised as being essential to succeed in 
other areas of 21st century life too, including 
many workplaces.’
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Source: OECD, Global Competency for 
an Inclusive World

These skills and qualities cannot be 
developed without the use of active 
learning methods which involve learning 
by doing and collaborating with others.’
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‘Tell me, I will forget
Show me, I may remember   
Involve me, and I will 
understand.’
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Knowles’ 4 Principles of Andragogy
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Session objectives based on the British Council’s 
CPD Framework
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1. Planning lessons and courses
2. Understanding learners
3. Managing the lesson
4. Knowing the subject
5. Managing resources
6. Assessing learning
7. Integrating ICT
8. Taking responsibility for professional development
9. Using inclusive practices
10.Using multilingual approaches
11.Promoting 21st-century skills
12.Understanding educational policies and practice

The 12 professional practices
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Planning lessons and courses
Understanding learners
Managing the lesson
Knowing the subject
Managing resources
Assessing learning
Promoting 21st-century skills

Today’s session will focus on elements of:



Should we teach literature 
in the language classroom?
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Create a poster 
that shows the 
advantages and 
disadvantages 
of teaching 
literature in the 
language 
classroom
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ADVANTAGES 
- Provides examples of different styles of writing, 

and representations of various authentic uses of 
language.

- A good basis for vocabulary expansion.
- Fosters reading skills.
- An excellent jump-off point for discussion or 

writing.
- Literature can be very enjoyable to read. It involves 

emotions as well as intellect, which adds to 
motivation and may contribute to personal 
development.
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ADVANTAGES 
- It is part of the target culture and has value as part 

of the learners’ general education.
- It encourages critical and creative thinking.
- It contributes to world knowledge.
- It raises awareness of different human situations 

and conflicts.
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- Much literature is written in language that may be 
difficult for foreign language learners to read.

- Many literary texts are long and time-consuming to 
teach.

- The target culture on which the literature is based 
is alien to learners and may be difficult for them to 
relate to.

- By using texts as a basis for language teaching we 
may spoil learners’ enjoyment and appreciation of 
them as literature.

DISADVANTAGES 
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Why literature?
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Why literature?
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Reasons why we should use literature 
in the language classroom
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1. Critical Thinking and Discussion 

Literature can supply an 
excellent jump-off point 
for discussion and 
encourages critical 
thinking 
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‘When a group is given a task to perform through 
verbal interaction, all speech becomes purposeful, 
and therefore more interesting.’ 
Penny Ur
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21st-century critical 
thinkers

▶are open to a variety of 
perspectives

▶wonder
▶think “outside the box”
▶always search for a reason 
▶are problem solvers
▶are self-aware
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THE 4 Cs



Research on Visible 
Learning
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Thinking Routines

▶Are simple exercises
▶Have been developed at 

Harvard
▶Are meant to be repeated
▶Become habits of the mind
▶Develop “critical thinking 

skills”
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THINKING 
MOVES



THINKING MOVE 

COLOUR, SYMBOL, IMAGE
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30
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COLOUR, SYMBOL, IMAGE
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▶ Identify and distill the 
essence of an idea

▶Use non verbal tools to 
conceptualise knowledge

▶Represent an idea in many 
different ways

COLOUR, SYMBOL, 
IMAGE



THINKING MOVE 

SEE, THINK, WONDER
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1 What do you SEE?

2 What does it make you THINK?

3 What does it make you WONDER?

SEE, THINK, WONDER
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SEE, THINK, WONDER
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I, p. 164
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SEE, THINK, WONDER

▶Encourages careful 
observation

▶Stimulates thoughtful 
interpretations

▶Makes students wonder 
“why”



THINKING MOVE 

THINK, PUZZLE, EXPLORE
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Think
1.What role do social networks play in your life?
2.What would your life be like without the services 

provided by companies such as Google or 
Facebook?

3.Could you live without the Internet?



Puzzle
1.When you use Internet services, are you aware of 

the fact that companies can collect data about you 
as a user?

2.Does this fact worry you? Why/Why not?
3.Do you think the Internet has helped to make 

people free? Why/Why not?





FURTHER INFO:  

http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/
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http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/
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2. Vocabulary  

Literature is an excellent 
basis for vocabulary 
expansion 
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‘Break the ice’
‘Green-eyed monster’
‘Send him packing’
‘Seen better days’
‘Knock, knock! Who’s there?’
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IDIOMS
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HANDBAG
My mother’s old leather handbag,
crowded with letters she carried
all through the war. The smell
of my mother’s handbag: mints
and lipstick and Coty powder.
The look of those letters, softened
and worn at the edges, opened,
read, and refolded so often.
Letters from my father. Odour
of leather and powder, which ever
since then has meant womanliness,
and love, and anguish, and war

50
(Ruth Fainlight, Selected Poems, Cassell)



1. The things in the text, and their relationship, i.e. 
handbag (which contains) letters, mints, lipstick, powder, 
and which is made of leather. Students could talk about 
the things they carry with them, or that they remember 
their mother or grandmother having. 
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Focus on the following lexical features:



2. The complex noun phrases: My mother's old leather 
handbag; The smell of my mother's handbag… Students 
could construct complex noun phrases along similar lines 
to describe the things they have talked about previously. 
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Focus on the following lexical features:



3. The describing function of participles: softened, 
worn, opened, read, refolded. Students could describe 
their own (or remembered) objects using sequences of 
participles.

53

Focus on the following lexical features:



4. The sensations in the text: the smell of… the look 
of… Other expressions that follow this pattern are the 
sound of and the feel of… Students could apply these 
expressions to the objects they have been describing. 
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Focus on the following lexical features:



5. The abstract nouns in the text: womanliness, love, anguish and the 
way these are connected to concrete objects and actions: womanliness 
- lipstick, powder; love - letters; anguish - opened, read, refolded. 
Students could search for abstract nouns which capture their own 
emotional associations with the objects they have been talking about. 

55

Focus on the following lexical features:



6. The pattern of two syllable words ending in a schwa 
(unstressed central vowel sound): mother, leather, powder, 
letter, father, odour, ever. Students could add to this list, 
especially words that could fit the kind of loose associations 
created by the poem (lover, brother, feather, lighter, never, etc). 
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Focus on the following lexical features:
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3. Writing 

Literature can help to 
improve writing skills by 
providing numerous 
stylistic models 



USING POETRY 
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an extended noun phrase 
+
the smell/look/feel/sound of…
+
a list of items
+
the smell/look/feel/sound of… 
+ 
single item from the list + sequence of participles 
+ 
odour/sound/appearance/feel of… 
+ 
…which ever since then has meant + abstract nouns 
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Attempt a ‘personalised’ version of the poem:
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TO M.M. by Gerald England
 
The first time  
we met as __________________  
We parted as _________________  
 
The second time  
we met _____________________  
We parted ____________________  
 
The last time  
we met as __________________  
We parted as _________________  
 
We did not meet 
again  
We are now  
not even __________________

                                                                                     



61Christina Rossetti

Remember me when I am gone away, 
     Gone far away into the silent land; 
     When you can no more hold me by the hand, 
Nor I half turn to go yet turning stay. 
Remember me when no more day by day 
     You tell me of our future that you plann’d: 
     Only remember me; you understand 
It will be late to counsel then or pray. 
Yet if you should forget me for a while 
     And afterwards remember, do not grieve: 
     For if the darkness and corruption leave 
     A vestige of the thoughts that once I had, 
Better by far you should forget and smile 
    Than you should remember and be sad. 



62Christina Rossetti

Remember me when I am gone away,                                A 
     Gone far away into the silent land;                                B 
     When you can no more hold me by the hand,                B 
Nor I half turn to go yet turning stay.                                  A 
Remember me when no more day by day                            A 
     You tell me of our future that you plann’d:                     B 
     Only remember me; you understand                               B 
It will be late to counsel then or pray.                                  A  
Yet if you should forget me for a while                                C 
     And afterwards remember, do not grieve:                       D 
     For if the darkness and corruption leave                         D 
     A vestige of the thoughts that once I had,                       E 
Better by far you should forget and smile                            C 
    Than you should remember and be sad.                           E 



63Christina Rossetti

Remember me when I am gone away,                                A 
     Gone far away into the silent land;                                B 
     When you can no more ________________,                B 
Nor I half turn to go yet turning stay.                                  A 
Remember me when no more day by day                            A 
     You tell me _______________________:                     B 
     Only remember me; you understand                               B 
It will be late to ________________.                                  A  
Yet if you should forget me for a while                                C 
     And afterwards remember, do not grieve:                       D 
     For if ___________________________                         D 
     A vestige of the thoughts that once I had,                       E 
Better by far you should _____________                            C 
    Than you _______________________.                           E 



EXPLOITING OTHER GENRES 
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Fifty-word novel

- Ask students to give a plot summary of a novel in 
no more than fifty words.

- Alternatively, ask them to write an original fifty-word 
novel. There must be a beginning and an end!

- As an extension activity, students can work in pairs, 
putting their two novels together to make a ninety- 
or one hundred-word epic.
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Headline
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Newspaper report

https://newspaper.jaguarpaw.co.uk/

- Students write a short 
newspaper article on a text 
they have studied.

- Before writing, they search for 
authentic articles on a similar 
topic (e.g. a mysterious 
murder).

- Articles can be presented to 
the rest of the class using an 
online newspaper generator.
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4. Culture  

Literature teaches 
students about the target 
culture and raises 
awareness of different 
human situations 
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WHAT IS CULTURE?
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capital-C Culture small-c culture
Great artists, writers, musicians Ephemeral popular culture 

Lasting, famous works of art, 
music and literature

Social mores (customs, norms, 
behaviours)

Great moments in the culture’s 
history

Sensitivity to linguistic issues 
(connotations of words, 
‘ritualistic’ language, 
paralinguistic behaviours, etc.) 

We can distinguish between the following:
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72



73

Intercultural Competence:
• the ability to bring the culture of origin and the 

foreign culture into relation with each other;
• cultural sensitivity and the ability to identify and use 

a variety of strategies for contact with those from 
other cultures;

• the capacity to fulfill the role of cultural intermediary 
between one’s own culture and the foreign culture 
and to deal effectively with intercultural 
misunderstanding and conflict situations;

• the ability to overcome stereotyped relationships.



Child Labour

C. Dickens
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https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bandiera_delle_Nazioni_Unite


Ageing

S. Heaney
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https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bandiera_delle_Nazioni_Unite
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5. Reading  

Literature fosters reading 
skills
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Extensive reading

- Students read as much as possible
- They read a variety of materials
- They select what they want to read
- Reading is for pleasure, information 

and general understanding
- Reading is its own reward
- Reading materials are well within the 

linguistic competence of the student
- Reading is individual and silent
- The teacher is a role model



https://it.pearson.com/amazing-readers.html
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Review/reflection
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https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/british-council-cpd-framework
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- Planning lessons and courses
- Understanding learners
- Managing the lesson
- Knowing the subject
- Managing resources
- Assessing learning
- Promoting 21st-century skills

Today we focused on elements of the 
following professional practices:
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Thank you!  
 

roy.bennett@pearson.it




